
January 9, 2026

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio,

We write to strongly oppose the unauthorized use of military force in Venezuela and threats from
the President and administration officials alluding to U.S. military action inside Mexico without 
Mexico’s consent and without congressional authorization.

President Trump has falsely claimed he could legally order military action against Mexico 
without congressional authorization. In a January 3, 2026, interview with Fox News after the 
illegal strikes against Venezuela, President Trump asserted that “the cartels are running 
Mexico…we have to do something.”1 When asked in a December 9, 2025, interview with 
Politico whether he would consider taking action in Mexico, he replied “Sure. I would.”2 

Unilateral military action against Mexico would be disastrous. 

Mexico is America’s number one trading partner and critically important security partner with 
whom we share longstanding familial and border connections. Under President Claudia 
Sheinbaum, Mexico has dramatically increased its cooperation with the United States. Any 
unilateral military action would violate Mexico’s sovereignty, and tarnish the new era of 
cooperation that Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum has ushered in. 

The impacts of military action on American business interests would be far-reaching. U.S. 
foreign direct investment into Mexico surpassed $14.5 billion last year.3 More than one million 
American jobs are tied to cross-border commerce, and over five million U.S. jobs depend on 
commerce with Mexico.4

Military action would also undermine our decades-long effort to address shared security 
interests, particularly those posed by transnational criminal organizations (TCOs) that traffic 
guns, illicit drugs, people, and more across the U.S. border. Over the past 20 years, the United 
States has launched programs to support progress in areas that have a high impact in fighting the 
fentanyl supply chain: strengthening the rule of law, limiting precursor chemicals, combatting 
corruption, limiting financial flows, and strengthening port-of-entry enforcement.5  Last 

1  https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/donald-trump-venezuela-war-press-conference-maduro?
srsltid=AfmBOooc1b2Jfj3cx0NTHf_u28kNhXQJEqz8nzybpWY8MzrBEMFsg_xt 
2 https://www.politico.com/news/2025/12/09/donald-trump-full-interview-transcript-00681693
3 https://www.economia.gob.mx/datamexico/en/profile/country/estados-unidos
4 https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/beyond-the-border/beyond-the-border-your-briefing-on-us-mexico-
commerce/
5    https://usmex.ucsd.edu/_files/Whitepaper_Security_Taskforce_March_26_Covers.pdf   
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February, Mexico extradited 29 individuals sought by the United States for alleged cartel ties—
one of the largest extraditions in the country’s history. In August, Mexico again transferred 26 
inmates suspected of holding senior roles in some of the nation’s most powerful drug cartels, 
marking the second major extradition of the year.6

No doubt Mexico still faces political and rule-of-law challenges that threaten its progress. Yet, 
with renewed efforts of President Sheinbaum’s government, Mexico has bolstered intelligence 
for fighting organized crime;7 significantly reduced homicide levels; overseen the largest seizure 
of fentanyl in Mexico’s history;8 and worked with the legislature to ban the production, 
distribution, and acquisition of fentanyl and its precursor chemicals.9

U.S. policy should recognize this renewed progress and that our bilateral cooperation with 
Mexico is increasing enforcement capacity and getting results. 

Any unilateral U.S. military action inside Mexico without Mexico’s consent would destroy trust, 
eviscerate cooperation with Mexican authorities, and make it harder to keep drugs out of the 
communities we represent.

At a time when we need to build trust and work with our allies in the face of global competition, 
we urge the Administration not to undertake unilateral, kinetic action that could violate Mexico’s
sovereignty, increase the flow of migration as Mexicans seek safety, disrupt business that 
supports large swaths of the U.S. economy, or undermine the security progress we have made 
together. We ask you to commit to no unilateral U.S. military action inside Mexico without 
congressional authorization.

Sincerely,

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Ranking Member
House Committee on Foreign
Affairs

Joaquin Castro 
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere
House Committee on Foreign
Affairs

6 https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj4wyy4wl94o 
7 https://www.npr.org/2024/10/20/nx-s1-5154850/mexican-president-claudia-sheinbaum-outlines-her-plan-to-tackle-
cartel-violence
8 https://english.elpais.com/international/2024-12-04/mexico-records-largest-fentanyl-seizure-in-history.html
9 https://english.elpais.com/international/2024-12-04/mexico-records-largest-fentanyl-seizure-in-history.html
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Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress



Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress



Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Luz M. Rivas
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress



John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Adelita S. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress



Bill Foster
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress



Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress


